
   It has been said that independant media is the oxygen of
democracy.  I am deathly afraid of what will happen without the
rules of who can own what and how many media outlets. I feel that
the situation even before NEW talks of deregualtion is too
consolodated.  The concentration of media should not be 90%
Controled by 4 multilateral corperations and 10% independent it
should be the total opposite.  I feel the Telecomunications act of
96 was a disaster for the nation.
   When the rules for who can own what radio stations was taken
away a wave of consolodation came.  Those that were not consumed
by the Clear Channel consolodations were put out of bussiness by
Clear Channels undercutting of advertisement revinue cost.  Clear
Channel now owns close to 75% of the radio outlets or makets in
the US.  They are preditory in they're behavior as a result.  This
consolodation has led to a sterilization of local content in
media.  All the details deciding what or who is played on the
radio is concentrated on too few people in far away locations.  Is
it healthy for a democracy to be at the whims of the so few
individuals.  The interest of the nation lies in keep a multitude
of veiws and discusion that flows from independent sources.
   Democracy is an experiment, a blip in time and history when
compared with the whole.  In order for a democracy to survive into
the future there needs to be independence.  There needs to be
numerous outlets for information.  The system now is to
concentrated.  There are different names on magazines and TV news,
but most of the are mearly names.  They are infact owned by the
same parent corperations.  This is not independence.  Sometimes
these same corperations make other thing like bombs and poisons.
Do you think that it is in they're interest to tell the american
people if some of the things that they prduce are killing people
through cancer or what have you.  No, no coperation will shoot
themself in the foot by telling people what they do wrong.
Deregualtion will lead to more consolodation and less free
thinking.
   The founding fathers of america would be sickened by the
consoladation of media to a elite few.  That will in effect KILL
democracy.  What politition will stick up against the media if
they control so much power.  The power to inform the people what
they deem is worthy to inform is too improtant to the health of
the nation.
    The ability of the few media outlets to blackout a story is a
priamary example.  The canary in the coal mine has already died.
The example of this is the TOTAL blackout by major media sources
of the debate to dereguate the FCC rules on who can own what for
media outlets.  Where was the coverage of the open house forum
debate in New York city on this issue.  The major media choose not
to cover it, to black it out in effect.  The only people that
choose to cover it were from an independant source.  The major
media outlets knew this debate is profoundly important and would
like to shape it in their interest.  Not in the best interest of
the free people of america.   Don't tell the people so they will
not go against big medias interests.  How would the nation react
to viewing those debates of primetime news?  I wish I could have
known, better yet the nation as a whole.
   I am Veteren, I spent many years in the military and so has
every member in my familly going back to the Revolutionary War.
Please do not diservice to every veteran that has ever fought and



died to keep america free.  Please do not nullify what they have
fought to keep for the future generations. The interest of the
media elite is not the interest of the american people as a whole.
   What is to happen if the few media outlets get together and
decide who they will back for polical office.  Will they give
independant unbiased coverage to the openent who favors thing
against the elite medias interest.  What polition will of then can
stand up for what is right?
   Please work instead to break up these unhealthy Monopolies and
give democracy the ability to breath and survive for the next
generation.  Work instead to inshure that everyones voice is
heard.  Please go back to the policies of limited ownership.
Please break up these monopolies.  It is vital to keep democracy
alive.  We are on the edge of a cliff with this issue.  If we step
the wrong direction we may never be able to go back.  Democracy
will end.
I hope and pray that the right thing will be done....
Noah Nethero


